
ALMA IIIS|IIORICAL SOCIE|IY' INC
505 South Second Street - Alma, Wisconsin 54610 - P.O. Box 473

BYLAIMS
PREAMBL.E

These bylaws shall supersede all previous bylaws and amendmenf,s thereto and
shall  be consistenL with the provisions of Chapter 181 and section 44.03
of t,he $lisconsin Statutes and with the articles of incorporation and all
subsequent st,atements and amendments thereto filed wit,h the secretary
of State under which thls organization is incorporated as a non-scock,
non-profi f t  corporation aff i l iated with the Stat,e Historical Society
of Wisconsin and shall govern the administration and activit,ies of this
organization. Furthermore the provtsions of Chapter 181 and section 44.03
of t,he tfisconsin Statutes and Robert,s Rules of Order shall grovern the
proceedings of this organization not herein provided for.

ARTICI,E 1. . PURPOSES AbID OBJECTIVES

As stat,ed in the articles of incorporation the purposes of this organization
are exclusively educatlonal and shall be to preserve, advance, and disseminate
in the manner hereinafter prescribed, knowledge of the history of the
Upper Mississippi River Va1ley and more specif ical ly, the City of Alma,Wisconsin.

Sect, ion 1 . Libraries, Museums, and Historic Sites.

a. As time and circumstance and the will of the members dictate this
corporation may establish and operat,e a local hisUory mueeum, a
loca1 history library, and on or more historic sit,es - These
fici l i t ies may be combined into one faci l i ty or may be separate
facilit,ies. Singly or in combination they may be developed and
operated in co-operation wit,h any ot,her educational organizaLion,
city councilr Coulty board, of state or local agnecy or such
civic or patr iot ic organizations quali fying for aff i l iat ion under
the prov is ions of  sect ion 44.03(2)  of  the wisconsin s tatutes.

b. To t,he extent, to which human and f inancial resources shal] permit
practices and procedures in Lhe col lect ion, accessioning, catalog-
ing, use, and display of museum and library mat,erials shall be
consistent with standard site, museum, and l ibrary practices and
procedures such as those recommended by the Office of Local His-
tory and other departments of the State Historical Society

c. The president shall cause applicat,ions for state and federal tax
exempt stat,us to be made, and such sLatus shall be kept in force
through the filing of subsequent, annual report,s as reguired by the
Int,ernal Revenue Service and the Wisconsin DepartmenL of Taxation.
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Sect ion 2.  Research and Publ icat ion

Sect ion

a .

The resources of this organization may be used for research and
publication ranging from projects in oral history and historic
sites inventorieg and siLes maps and marking t,o the printing and
distr ibution of newslet,Lers, periodicals, books, and such other
l it,erature as may relate to st,ate or loca1 history .

Books and research materials and such ot,her literature or publi-
cations related to state or local history not created by this
organization may be purchased for the organizationr$ library or
mugeum.

The purchase of books and liLerature described in the foregoing
paragraphs may also be made for resale or for free distribution
to members, schools, l ibraries, and guch other inst i tut ions as
may be determined by the Board of Direct,ors .

3. Other Programs and Activi t ies.

The orpendiLure of funds to pay for speakers and other erq)enses of
meetings and special events for the membership and/or for the general
publ ic; for t ,ours; for junior historian projects; for misceLlaneous
rnuseum, site, and l ibrary reLated act, ivi t ies and administrat, ive and
operating cogts; and for such ot,her programs, projects, or activities
for the furtherance of the purposes for which t,his organization is
incorporated may be made in the manner approved by the board.

a .

b ,

c .

ARTTCLE

Sect ion

a .

r I .  MEMBERSHIP

1 .  O u a l i f  i c a t , i o n s .

Any person, institut,ion, or organization may become a member of
this corporation upon payment, of the dues stipulated for t,he
classi f icat ion of  membership for  which the appl icant appl ies.

Membership shall terminat,e automatically for non-paymant of dues
as of the day following t,he date on which palrmemt is due, and
that date sha1l be the fourth Tuesday of May. Memberghips terminated
for non-payment, of dues shall be reinstated as of the date palrment,
i s  made.

Sect ion  2 .  C lass i f i ca t ion  and dues .

a . Annua1 rnemberghips .

Ind iv idual  $L0.00
F a m i l y  $ 1 5 . 0 0
Bus iness  $20 .00
conrr ibur ing $25.00
Li fe (one t ime contr ibut , ionr  p€r  person)  $100.00

b .



Sect ion

a .

F

ARTTCTE

Sect ion

a .

b .

c .
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3.  Vot ing and Pr iv i leges.

Each annual member shall be entitled to a vote of one at all
meetings of the membership and shal l  be enti t led to such benefi ts
and privileges as shall- be set forth in the regulations and pro-
ceedings of the organizaLion.

Each adult included in Lhe family membership sha1l be entitled to
the same voting righEs and privileges as pert,ain to the annual
membership.

Non-adults included in family memberships and junior hietorian
members shall not be entitled to vote except under such circum-
stances as shall be set forth in the regulaEions and proceedings
and they shalI enjoy such benefi ts and privi leges as shal l  be
seL forth for t,heir enj olrment and appreciat ion of membership .

Life members and such individuals who subscribe to business and
professional, sustaining, and cont,r ibuting memberships in their
own names as individuals shall be entitled to the same voting
rights and privileges as pertain to annual mamberships.

Bus inesses , indust,ries , ingt, itut ions , and any other organi zat ions
or groups subscribing to sustainirg, contr ibuting, or business and
professional memberships shal.l be entitled to such voting rigiht,s,
benefi ts, and privi leges as sha1l be set, forth for them in the
regulat ions and proceedings of this organization.

III. BbARD OF DIRECTORS

L . composition of t,he Board.

The Board of Directors shalI coneist of three(3) directors at large
and those officers to whom board status is imputed under the pro-
visions of Article IV of these bylaws. The total number of members
on t,he Board of Directors, including off icers and directors at large
s h a l I  b e  s e v e n ( 7 ) .

d .

b. Elecuions t,o the board shall be in accordance with the provisions
of Art ic le V of  these bylaws.

c.  The presidents of  other histor ical  gociet ies in the county shal l  be
ex officio and honorary members of the board of directors with the
right to attend all open meet,ings of the board and to enter into dis-
cussion in the interegt of  inter-organizat ional  conmunicat ion and
cooperation but shall not have the right to vote at such meet,ings nor
shal l  they be counted in establ ishing quorums.

d. Other honorary and/or ex officio appointmenLs to t,he board of directors
may be made as Ehe board shal l  see f i t ,
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Sect ion 2.  Powers of  the Board.

a. The Board of Directors shall have the power t,o conduct, the af fairs
of this organization and to delegate euch aut,hori ty as is not oEher-
wise set, forch in these bylaws. This shal1 include the approval and
authorization of t ,he expendit,ures of the organization; the hir ing
and termination of employment, of staff members; and the creation and
implementat,ion of policies for the development, operaLion, and
maintenance of facilities. The Board will allow and even encouragfe
the participation of the general membership in policymaking through
att,endance at regular membership meetings, in cofimiLtees and by
elect ion of  o f f icers.

b. The Board of Directorg shal1 have t,he power to create or terminat,e
an execuLive committ,ee, special boards of Lrustees or advisors, and
such permanent and special corunittees ag are deemed necessary and
which shall include a membership cornmittee, a nominating cornmittee,
a program conmittee, a publicity or public relations committee and
library committees as shall be required. The manner in which com-
mitt,ee members shall be appointed shall be set forch in the regrulations
and proceedings . Again, the Board recogrnizes Lhat it,s appointment,s
or terminat,ions are open to challenge and crit ique at scheduled
meet,ings of t,he Board.

ARTICIJE

Sect ion

( 4 .

rv-

The off icers sha11 be a president, vice president,,  secretary, and
t,reasurer and such of f icers shal1 be members of the Board of
Directors for the duration of t,he Lerm for which they are elected.

Other off icers such as chaplain, sergeant,-at-arm€r, may be elected
or appointed without board rank as Lhe Board of Directors may
determine.

c. The president has t,he authority to appoint or employ a curator with
the approval of Lhe Board of Directors. The curat.or does not have
board rank.

Sect ion 2 "  Dut , ies.

Off icers ehal l  perform the dut ies t radi t ional  t ,o their  of f ices and
in conformity to state statute and Robert,s Rules of Order and may
assume such other duties as the Board may request among which may be
the chairmanship of special or permanent committees. However, rlo
two offices of board rank may be combined with the exception of
secretary and treasurer.

Al l  of f icers and directors at  large shal l  fami l iar ize themselves
with these bylaws and the art, icles of incorporation upon their
election or appointment, dnd it shall be t,he duty of the secret,ary
to distr ibute such copies to the indiv iduars involved.

c . Al l grievances construed to be of a serious nat.ure shal I be resolved
by t,he Board of Directors .

1 .

OFFICERS

Class i f  i ca t , ion  o f  0 f  f  i ce rs .

B .

a .

b .
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The curator shall have full responsibil i ty for the operaLion and
management, of t,he museum. The curator shal1 be responsible for
the accept,ance or rej ection of donations, accessioning of
accepted items and is charged with t,he design developmenf and
supervision of exhibit displays with the approval of the board.

V. ELECTIONS

L. Directors at  Large

Directors aL large shal1 be elected by the members at the
annual  meet ing of  the organizat ion.  At the f i rst  e lect ion
of directors at large one t,hird shall be elected f or a period
of one year,  one third shal l  be elected for a per iod of  two
years, and one third shal1 be elect,ed for a period of three
years so t,hat thereafter one t,hird of the directorships at
large shal1 become vacant, each year and elections to these
vacancies shal l  be for  a per iod of  three years.

Vacancies among directors at large occuring before the expiration
of Lerm shal l  be f i l led by elect ion of  t ,he Board of  Directors
and those so elected shal1 complete the t,erm of t,he director
at  large Ehey replace.

2 .  O f f i c e r s .

Off icers wi th board rank president,  v ice president,  secratary,
t,reasurer shall be elected by the membership at the annual
meeting to serve for a period of one year and unti l their
succegsorg are chogen.

Vacancies in all offices occurring before t,he expiration of
the speci f ied term of of f ice sha1l  be f i l led by elect , ion by t t re
Board of Directors and those so elected shall hold office
until t,he next scheduled election for t,hat of f ice.

ARTIELE

Sect ion

a .

b .

Ssect ion

Sect ion 3.  The Nominat ion Commit tee.

a. The nomination committee shalI prepare tickets of candidates
for vacancies at  each special  or  regular elect ion of  of f icers
and directors. The tickets shall cont,ain only one name for
each vacancy. The presentat ion of  the t icket at ,  the eLect ion
meeting shall const,it,ute the report of the nomination cormnittee.
The request for nominations from the floor shall foIlow the
present,ation of the nomination conrnif tee I s report .

b. The nomination committee shal1 also be responaible for the
dist , r ibut ion and count ing of  bal lots at  the elect ion meet ings.
The presiding officer may announce the results of the election
af t,er t,he t,abulat ion has been completed, or he may request
Lhat the chairperson of the nominat,ing commiEtee shall announce
the  resu l ts .

a .

b .

,,2-+
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gection 2. ReeponsibiL ities .

a. ft shall be the responsibility of this organization to submit. an
annual report Eo tbe Offlce of Local. Hj.story of the StaEe Hlstorlcal
gociety shich shall include the resul-ts of annual elections, the
names and addresses of .all officers and directors, and such other
information aa rnay be reque8ted at given tlmes for the purpose of
accumrlating data for the benefit of this and other affil iated
organizat ions.

b. The State Historical Society shall be notified of all changes in
the art.j.cles of inco4)oration and the bylaws.

c, In order to protect the lnterests of donors and contributors thls
organiuation shall install and naintain standard accessloning and
cataloging procedures and 6ba11 maintain state and federal tax
exempt status ae required by paragraphs c and d of sect.ion 1,
Article I of these byla\re.

gect,lon 3. Ihe Role of the State Historical Society in Affll iation.

a. The State gistorlcal goclety sha1l aend notices and anoouncements of
the meetings and acliwities of the st.aCe society to the president of
the organization whose name apE)ears on the current maillng list, and
whenever practlcal auch noticeg and announcementa may be 6ent to the
officerg, directors and members of this organlzation to the extent to
whicb the organization providee the State Hiatorical Society wlth
current nernlcership nailing lists.

b. lte organiration shall receive without charge auch publications and
periodicaLs as the Stafe gociety shall determine, but such publicationg
will include tbe i$isconsin uagazine of Uistoryi, 'tBadger gistory', t Then
and Nown and 'Bxchange'. iExchangei, the Office of Local History newslelte!,
shalL be sent to all officera and directore wboge names are on the
State Society,s current mailing list, but only one copy of the other
publications sbal"l. be sent and they shall be rnailed on behalf of the
organization to the pre8ident.

c. To the extent to rrbich staff time and funds permit the gtate Hlstorical
SocieEy shall extend lta profesEionaL and tectrnical gerviceg to this
affil late. In general auch servlceg shall be without cost to the
affil late, ho$ever, extended and costly services may be negotiated
on a coet sbaring basis. Tbe Office of IJocal History iB deaignated
as the prlncipal liaj.son office and advigor for the af,fil iate.

geclion 4. Itle l{isconsin Council for Irocal History.

a. This organization Bha1l be a member of the tfest Central region of the
wisconsin Council for Local History, the asegciation of the
af,fil iates of the State Hi8torical Soclety established by the Board
of curatora in 1951 through the authority of s. 44.03(5) of the
Wisconsin StatuteB. All menbers, officers, and directors of tbiB
organization are entitled to attend the annual regional convenliong
of the Council and its annual sbate convention beld in Uadison -
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The presidenL of this organization or an appointed delegate shall
attend the regional convent lons to give a oral report on t,he
activit. ies of the organization, oE, whenever circumstance prevent.s

shal1 submit a written report to be read by the regional chairman.

In the year in which the name of this organization reaches the top
of the List  in the annual  a lphabet ical  rotat ion of  the names of  the
aff i l iates in the region the president of  the organizat ion or his ap-
pointed delegate shall serve as regional vice chairman, and in the
following year shal1 serve as regional chairman. In t,he year of
service as regional chairman the organization shall sponsor and
conduct the regional converttion over which the president shall
preside. fn both years t,he president, may attend the t,hree scheduled
and any special meetings of the Advisory Corrwritt,ee of t,he Council
as a vot,ing member thereof. During membership on the Advisory
CommiEtee and there after he sha1l be eligible to electsion as a
st ,ate of  f  icer of  the Counci l  .

ARTICLE VIII. DISSOLUTION

Section 1" Voluntary Dissolut, ion.

a. In the event, this organizaLion ehall  be unable to maintain i ts
fac i l i t , ies or  to  sugta in i ts  act iv i t ies not ice of  in tent  to  d issolve
shall be sent to the State Historical Society whereupon the state
society shall supply necessary lega1 forms and inet,rucLions Lo be
fol lowed in effect ing t,he diesolut ion.

b. Upon rat,ification by the members of a vote by t,he Board of Directors
to dissolve the organization the fol lowing sLeps shal l  be taken:

1 -  Sat is fy  aI I  l iab i l i t ies and obl igat , ions.
2 * Satisfy al l  condit ions st, ipulated in agreements with donore.
3 - Distr ibute al l  remaining assets exclusively for educational

purposes to one or more historical societ, ies, l ibraries, museums,
or educational inst i tut ions state, counLy, town, et municipal ly
operat,ed or incorporated exclusively for educational purposes
in accordance wi th s .  18L.5L and s.  44.O3 of  the Wisconsin
$t,atutes and sect, ion 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue code.

4 - Complete the appropriate legal forms certifying to the results
of the vote on dissolut,ion and compl iance with t,he above pro-
cedureg for dissolut ion and distr ibution of assets, submitt ing
the same to the State Historical Society and approval of the
Board of curators the document, shall be filed with the secretary
o f  S ta te -

Sect, ion 2. Involuntary Dissolut ion

a. In Lhe event, the organization becomes so inactive that there are
no remaining of f icers, direct,ors , oT members to ef fect voluntary
dissolution proceedings for involuntary disEolution may be
init iaLed by t,he gtaLe Historical Society in accordance with the
prov is ions  o f  s .  44 .03(3 )  o f  the  Wiscons in  S ta tu tes .

b .
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b. In the implementation of involuntary dissoLution proceedings title
to such property, records, and collect,ions not otherwise provided
for in the articLes of incorporation and bylaws of the organization
or in the agreement,s of donors shall vest in the State Historical
Society and all remaining assets shall be distributed in the same
manner as st ipulat,ed in paragraph b, section t,  of this art icle of
the bylaws, with the first offer being made to whatever county or
local governmental unit that may have aided the organization
f inancia l ly .

ARTICITE IX. A}{ENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of members present or voting
by prorry at any regular meeting or special meeting called for the purpose,
provided the amendment is eit,her submitted in writing to the membership thirty
days prior to the meeting or presented for an announced open discussion at, t,he
meeting prior to the one set for action on the amendment.

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION

It is hereby certified t,hat the foregoing bylaws of this corporation
were adopted by t,he Board of Directore in accordance with s, 181 of the

l i l isconsin Statutes

the

meeting at , Wisconsin on

following vot,e:day of

Number of directors on the

19 , . , ,  by  the

board

Number vot,ing in person or by proxy

(In person ; b y proxy

Number voting for : Number voting against,

President, of the Board

Secretary of the Board
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ARTICI,E VI . I,|EETIIIGS

Sect.lon 1. MeeEings of the Board of Dir€ctors.

a. The Boaf,d of Directors gball meet every 4th Tuesday of each nonth.

b. Special meetingg of the board nay be called by the ptesident or
by any three nembef,s of the board, and each director shall be
notified in perBon or by nail as to the tine and pLace of Buch
meeting.

section 2. ueetings of the Membership.

a. The annual neeting of thia o"ganization gball be held on Lhe 4th
:fueEday in the Month of May each yeax.

b. Special neetings of tbe nenbership nay be called by th€ preBident,
on the instruction of the Board of Directors or upon the I'rltten
request of ten percent (10t) nenbers. nhen a speclal neeling of
che mernbers is called each mesrber ahall be notified in person or
by mail aa to the time and place anCl purpose of ttre meeting.

c. One third of active menbers prerent o! voting by prory Bhall
constitute a quorum at any annual, regular, or Special neeting of
the memberBhip.

ARTICLE VII. AFFTI,IATION HITH THE STATE HISTOiICAI, gOCIEflT

Section 1. Authoriuy for Affil iaEion.

a. Tbis organization is an affil iate of the State Iliatorical gociety

by virtue of incorporation under the provisions of s, 44.03 of the
Wiaeonsin gtatutea, and shall accordlngly receive such benefits
and meet such responetbil lties aa are atipulated thereln and as flEy
otberwise be defined through nrutual consent and through action by
the Board of Curators of the State Historical Society.

b, As an affil iate this orgadization 16 a mernber of the State Eigtorical
gociety and of the Wisconsln Council for LocaL History and is enLitled
to a vote of one at all general neetings of the Society and the CounciL.

c. Tlf,is organization may teminate affiLiation through restatement o!
amendrnent of its articles of incorporation and amendnent to its
byla{6. The StaEe fiistoricaL gociety may terminate affll^iation by
formal regolution of the Board of Curators, a copy of $hich 6ha1l
be deposlted with the Secretary of gtate.

d. The fol-lowing shall be caugea for terrnination of aff,iliatioo by the
gtate Blatorical gociety, but erctenuatlng circutllstances shall
be taken into account before action to terminate affil iation ig
taken by the Board of Curatora:

1 - Failure to hold annual elections for three consecutive years.
2 - Failure to submit annuaf reports to the Offj.ce of local

Hlgtory for three gucceagive years,
3 - ConsisEent fa.llure to hold meeLiog€ for lhe rrernbershlp aa set

fo?th in paragraptr a, section l.,Article VI of Ehese Wlass,
4 - Failure to maintaln state and federal tax exellE)t status.
5 - Fallure to naintain proper donor, accessionlng, cataloging,

and financial records and minutes of the meetings.


